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Scrappy 

Turkey 

Tutorial 
Looking for a fun and easy way to create a 

one of a kind piece of clothing for your child 

to wear this Thanksgiving?  Look no further!  

Our Scrappy Turkey can be created with little 

fabric, minimal sewing experience, and is as 

versatile as it is cute.   

 You can go simple and let the turkey’s 

feathers lay flat, sewn down to the piece of 

clothing.  Or you can give them a bit of flair 

and let them stand up as those shown in the 

picture do.  Little hands love a 3D piece of clothing that lets them explore.  Using different types of 

fabric that have different textures is also fun for them.  The fabric choices and embellishments are 

endless and entirely up to you so that you can create a truly unique piece just for your little turkey. 

To create your turkey you will need: 

  - An item to attach your turkey to.  You could use a bib, t-shirt, even the butt of a pair of pants.  You 

can hand make the article of clothing or buy a ready to wear piece to embellish. 

  - Several small pieces of fabric large enough to cut your turkey and feathers from.  Colors and fabric 

type can vary to suit your own tastes. 

  -An iron on fusible stabilizer that can be sewn.  I prefer Heat and Bond Lite - sewable. 

  - Sewing machine, scissors, thread, pins.  Hand sewing needle – optional. 

  - Embellishments such as ribbons or buttons – optional. 

  - The Turkey Body and Turkey Feather templates on the next page. Print actual size DO NOT scale to fit. 

The most important part of this project is to have fun.  Your turkey does NOT have to be perfect to be 

cute and enjoyed by a child.  They love whimsy and having an item made just for them.   

This pattern is provided free of charge.   You may do what you want with your finished piece, but please 

do not try and sell the pattern.
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1. Start 

by cutting out 

your pieces.  

You’ll need 

one turkey 

body and up to 

five turkey 

feathers.  The 

turkey can be 

created with 

as few as three 

feathers if you prefer, or you can add more than five, but 

you may need to enlarge the turkey if you do more than five 

feathers.   

2. Apply 

fusible, 

sewable 

stabilizer to 

your pieces 

following the 

package 

directions.  I 

prefer heat n 

bond lite for 

this project.

 

3. One your 

stabilizer has 

been applied and 

trimmed to size, 

peel off the 

paper backing on 

each of your 

turkey and 

feather pieces. 

 

4. I like to 

iron a crease to 

show the center 

point of the 

piece I’m going 

to apply the 

turkey to.  This 

will give you a 

reference for 

turkey 

placement as 

you audition your pieces.  
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5. If you 

want your turkey 

feathers to lay 

flat against the 

article of 

clothing, follow 

these steps.   

If you want your 

pieces to stand 

up off the 

clothing, skip to 

step 7. DO NOT 

DO STEP 6 if you 

want your 

feathers to stand 

up off the article 

of clothing. 

Start lying your 

pieces down, and 

moving them 

about to see 

where you want 

them.   

DO NOT IRON 

them down yet, 

just get a good 

feel of how you 

want them to 

appear.  

6.  Once you have 

your turkey and 

feathers placed, 

gently take off 

your turkey body 

and set it aside.  

Pin all feathers in 

place and gently 

iron them onto 

the article of 

clothing.  Use an 

overcastting or 

wide zig zag 

stitch; go around 

the outer edge of 

all exposed 

feathers.  Make 

sure you only sew 

through one side 

of your shirt by 

sliding the shirt 

onto the 

machine.  Hit 

them with an iron 

again once they 

are all sewn 

down.  Skip to 

step 14 to finish 

your turkey.
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7. If you 

want your 

feathers to 

stand up off the 

shirt, use your 

sewing machine 

and go around 

the outer edge 

of each 

individual 

feather with an 

overcastting or 

wide zig zag 

stitch.  We want 

the edges to 

have a finished 

look and this 

will also help 

prevent any 

fraying. 

 

 

8. Once all 

your feathers 

have finished 

edges, take a 

feather and fold 

it so that the 

two short ends 

are lined up 

together with 

right sides 

touching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Use an 

overcastting or 

wide zig zag 

stitch on your 

sewing machine 

to stitch down 

ONLY the short 

end.  Repeat 

with ALL 

feathers.
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10. Manipulate the feather so that it has a nice bend in the 

center.  The 

feathers don’t 

have to be 

perfect or 

exactly alike.  

Experiment 

with folding 

them and 

manipulating 

their shape 

until you find 

one that suites 

your taste. 

11. Once 

you have all 

your feathers 

shaped start 

placing them on 

your piece of 

clothing and 

moving them 

about to see 

where you want 

them.   

DO NOT IRON 

them down yet, 

just get a good 

feel of how you 

want them to 

appear. 

 

12. When 

you have your 

feathers placed 

where you want 

them, gently 

remove the 

turkey and set it 

aside. Pin all 

your feathers in 

place at the 

bottom point 

and gently iron 

ONLY the 

bottom point 

onto the article 

of clothing.  Do 

NOT iron the 

outer edges.  If 

you iron them 

down, we won’t have our 3D turkey!
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13. Using an 

overcastting or  

wide zig zag 

stitch, stitch only 

the ends of each 

feather down, 

going about ¼” 

to ½” away from 

the center point 

on each side. 

  

Make sure you 

only sew through 

one side of your 

shirt by sliding 

the shirt onto the 

machine.   

 

 

 

 

Once all the 

feather ends are 

sewn down, hit 

just the points 

with your iron 

once more to 

help seal them 

down. 

  

14.  Once all your 

feathers have 

been sewn and 

ironed down, 

place your turkey 

body over the 

feathers where 

you want it on 

the shirt. Pin the 

turkey body 

down well and 

hit it with a hot 

iron so that the 

fusible stabilizer 

will adhere to the 

article of 

clothing.  

 

15. Make 

sure you only 

sew through one 

side of your shirt by sliding it onto the machine as we did 

when attaching feathers.
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16. Using an 

overcastting or 

wide zig zag 

stitch, stitch all 

the way around 

the outer edge of 

your turkey 

body. 

 

 

 

17. Once 

stitched down, 

hit your turkey 

body with a hot 

iron to ensure 

the fusible 

interface is well 

sealed.  

 

18. Now it’s 

time to give our 

turkey a face.  

You can use 

buttons, hand 

embroidery, 

machine 

embroidery, or 

even fabric paint 

to create the 

face.  I first 

draw the face 

with a pen so I 

have an outline 

to follow.  Once 

you have your 

face drawn or 

outlined, follow 

whatever 

method you 

prefer and 

create your 

face.   

 

Two circles for 

eyes, a triangle 

for a nose, and 

a squiggly line 

for the gobble 

should do the 

trick! 

 

Here I hand embroidered the eyes, used a straight triple 

stitch on my machine to create the nose, and another 

straight triple stitch for the gobble. 

 

All done!  For best results, launder the article of clothing 

inside out or handwash.
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